QARNNS Franklin Rosebowl Tennis 2009
On Monday 6th July the qualifying rounds for the 2009 QARNNS Tennis Rosebowl took place on the lawn tennis courts of the United Services Sports Centre opposite HMS Temeraire in Portsmouth. A round robin competition organised by Lt Cdr Jan Ouvry ensured that every competitor stood an equal chance of progressing through to the finals hosted by Portsmouth Indoor Tennis centre the following day.

Despite operational commitments, the event was well attended by over thirty QARNNS personnel of all ranks, ages and abilities. This year the Rosebowl preceded a large operational medal parade and was followed by a QARNNS sports day and BBQ at Fort Blockhouse. 
This friendly, sociable competition historically consisted of only a ladies singles match. However over the years the event has expanded and now incorporates a ladies doubles, mixed gender doubles and also the ever competitive men’s singles final.

This year Lt Fraser-Smith defeated Lt Wright-Jones in a tough battle for the ladies title. The men’s competition saw LNN Jason Taylor, a familiar face at this event finally beating Lt Humphreys in a gruelling battle for the men’s single title. The ladies doubles competition 2009 brought victory for a new partnership PONN Claire Williams and partner LNN Janine Whitely in a long, closely fought match against Lt Kennedy and LNN King. 

The men’s doubles competition was again another exciting affair with that pairing of two LNNs Faustino-Alves and Hornsey who succeeded against Lt Claridge and LNN Bott with some fast hitting shots that kept the audience entertained. LNN Venn and LNN Domoney proved the stronger team on the day as they were triumphant over Lt Wardley and Lt Scott in the mixed doubles finals. 

A supportive crowd avidly watched all the finals, where good sportsmanship etiquette was witnessed through out the entire event. The VIP guest this year was Capt Allkins (DNNS/Matron in Chief) who kindly presented the Rosebowl, trophies and individually engraved glass plates to all the winners. 

During the presentation Lt Cdr Ouvry a former ladies singles title holder and event organiser of QARNNS tennis for many years handed over the reins to Lt Wardley who will be arranging the next competition. The QARNNS Rose-bowl is an important precursor to the inter-services tennis tournament, which is taking place at RAF Halton on 9th Sept 2009. 

New players of all standards are welcome to compete in this annual event. The 2010 Rosebowl will take place on Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th July, venue to be confirmed. For more information please contact either Lt Wardley or PONN Williams at the PRMC in Gibraltar on (00350) 20053515 or 20055400.
